June 17, 2025
The Tripoli City Council held a regular council meeting on Tuesday June 17, 2025, @ 6:00 PM at Tripoli City Hall with Mayor Kalkbrenner and City Clerk Shianne Schlitter and City Administrative Assistant Ellen Kalkbrenner presiding. Terra Helmers, Maria Shonka, Steph Coontz, Kelly Ladage, Pia Kirchoff, Scott Behn, Tyler Shonka, Mark Neary, Mark Manson, Whitney Kremer were present, Amanda Strain, with the Tripoli Leader, was also present.   
Mayor Kalkbrenner called the meeting to order with a roll call. Boldt, Blasberg, Ott, and Christensen were present. Carlson was absent. 
Motion Christensen second Blasberg to approve the agenda with the striking of April Treasurer’s Report. AA MC
Motion Ott second Blasberg to approve consent agenda. AA MC	
Minutes, 5/27/25, Council Meeting
		Pending Claims $13,754.04
		Tripoli-Readlyn Tractor Puller’s Special Liquor License
Motion Boldt second Ott to approve Resolution 2025-18 A Resolution of the City of Tripoli, Iowa, to dispose of a dump truck owned by the City of Tripoli through a sale of the City of Farmington. RCV: Blasberg, Ott, Christensen, Boldt. AA MC.  
Motion Christensen second Blasberg to approve Resolution 2025-19 A Resolution of the City of Tripoli, Iowa authorizing Tripoli Public Library to enter into a Contract with the City of Fredericka for Library Services. RCV: Ott, Christensen, Boldt, Blasberg. AA MC. 
Motion Boldt second Ott to approve Resolution 2025-20 A Resolution of the City of Tripoli, Iowa, to Dispose of Real Estate Owned by the City of Tripoli. RCV: Christensen, Boldt, Blasberg, Ott. AA MC. 
Motion Boldt second Blasberg to approve A Resolution of the City of Tripoli, Iowa, to transfer funds for General Obligation Loan Payment. RCV: Boldt, Blasberg, Ott, Christensen. AA MC. 
Motion Christensen second Boldt to approve Mark Neary’s zoning request for 101 1st St NW. AA MC. 
Council opened discussion regarding City Code Chapter 165.13.5: Swimming Pool Fences with Kalkbrenner first questioning what the big hesitation against fencing was. 
Stephanie Coontz stated she felt enforcing the ordinance now after years of not was unfair and inconsistent. She also shared that the Tripoli Fire Department had filled pools without warning of the ordinance and feels we should give citizens until 2026 to comply instead of 30 days. 
Terra Helmers proposed an amendment to the current code, stating surrounding towns did not have ordinances regarding residential pools. She also mentioned that the Marsh does not have fencing and allows easy access to waterways, so if the city was concerned about safety, they should address that. 
Mark Manson mentioned the inconsistency for height fences and recommended making it consistent. 
Pia Kirchoff shared her willingness to comply but stated her contractors are unable to complete the job before the 30-day notice is up. 
Maria Shonka questioned the type of fence that would be acceptable, providing examples to the council. Shonka also questioned why comments by the City of Tripoli were deleted on social media regarding pool fences. Schlitter confirmed that she deleted them as she would not be participating in bickering on social media. 
Whitney Kremer attended to speak about her process of having to comply with the city codes as well as her homeowner insurance requirements regarding her pool fence. 
Chief Ben Oleson shared the drowning concern not only for children, but also for drunk people walking home from the bars who aren’t in the right state of mind to make a good decision. 
Schlitter thanked citizens for exercising their right to have an opinion on city government and for taking their time to be present for the meeting. She also shared the insight from their City Attorney, stating both the Attorney and City insurance advised not to remove the fencing requirements, as it could open the city up to liability if a drowning were to occur. Schlitter also reached out to a few homeowners’ insurance companies, which also stated that a fence was required around a residential pool and failure to submit having a pool to your agency or failure to follow your guidelines of your policy could result in your company dropping you in the case of a drowning. She echoed a previous statement made by reiterating that by taking an Oath and accepting this position, it was her and the council’s job to protect the city, which in return protects our citizens. 
Boldt mentioned how she also had a pool that was not in compliance with the code and made the decision to remove the pool as soon as it was brought to her attention. She also shared that after reviewing her homeowners insurance, it was also a requirement through them. 
Motion Boldt second Blasberg to move to a 45 day notice instead of 30 days to allow for our City Attorney to review the submitted pool fences for review. AA MC. 
Motion Blasberg second Christense to approve hiring Justin Greeves for $9/hr at the Tripoli Pool. AA MC. 
Motion Boldt second Blasberg to allow the pool to purchase a new filtering system but not to exceed $8,000. AA MC. 
Motion Boldt second Ott to approve Scott Behn’s prorated HSA in the amount of $2,450. AA MC.
Motion Ott second Blasberg to table Ann Harm’s Indoor Pool Report. AA MC.
Tyler Shonka shared that they have been labeling trees for trimming or to be removed per the DNR, completed multiple locate requests, began 2025 Street Project prep, and sprayed for weeds at the parks and lagoons. 
Motion Blasberg second Christensen to approve Tyler Shonka’s Public Works Report. AA MC. 
Public Comment:
Manson questioned with the street project would begin, Schlitter confirmed at the preconstruction meeting it was mentioned to begin shortly after July 4th with hopes of completing mid to end October. Citizens will be made aware of street closures as we are notified. He also asked about the white X’s on trees, Shonka confirmed those were the trees the DNR had submitted. 
Helmers shared that her parents appreciated how easy clean up day was made. 

Staff Updates: Christensen reminded everyone about the fireman’s concert June 21st beginning at 4 pm as well as the bag’s tournament. 
Kalkbrenner shared there was a good turnout for the city clean-up day as well as a statement regarding the City’s FY2026 budget. To view a copy of this statement please visit tripoliiowa.com. 

Motion Blasberg second Boldt to adjourn at 7:07 pm. 

Upcoming Meetings
Regular Council Meeting Tuesday, 7/15/2025 at 6 p.m.


_______________________________					___________________________________
Dan Kalkbrenner – Mayor  						Shianne Schlitter – City Clerk/Treasurer


